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How do you correctly apply wood stain

Applying stains to most kinds of wood can be done with a fairly simple technique. | would start
with a fine haired brush, one that will "suck up" alot of stain, which tends to be much thinner
than paints and polyurethanes. Then lightly brush the stain onto the surface. Keep in mind that
the harder you push your brush against the surface, the more stain will flow out of the brush.
Make sure to apply your stain consistently to avoid variations in color. Then with an absorbent
rag, wipe off the extra stain. The longer you leave the stain on the surface, the darker and
deeper it will be.

If you are looking to stain and polyurethane your wood, here is a tip for that. If you like the true
color of the stain combined with the color of the wood when applied and not wiped off, you can
add some stain to your poly if they are the same base. Meaning, if they are both latex or oil
based. You can now get the staining and polyeurothaning done in one step. Brush it on evenly
and carefully to avoid little bubbles in the poly. Lastly, remember when doing this, what you
see when you're applying it, is what you get when it's dry. Good luck! Eric Oberg, Owner,
Finishing Touch Painters http:/www.finishingtouchpainters.com

Minwax makes a wonderful product called Polyshades which is a mix of stain and
polyurethane in one. Great if you don't want extra steps but bad if you want a variety of color
options. If you are looking to apply stain to something vertical like trim or a door, consider using
a gel stain which is much thicker then regular stain.
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For more info about working with wood stain go to: http://www.thehaciendacollection.com/
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